
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



238 Tlie Annals of the American Academy 

suffered a test in the problem of how far individualism might go in resisting 
government. William Harris denied the right of any government restraint, 
while Roger Williams declared that individualism could not go thus far. 
After political individualism had "paralyzed the arm of Rhode Island in time 
of peril from the Indians," Williams' position was accepted by the colony. 

C. H. Van Tvne. 



The Woman Who Toils. Being the Experience of Two Ladies as Factory 

Girls. By Mrs. John Van Voest and Marie Van Vorst. Pp. 303. 

Price, $1.50. New York: Doubleday, Page & Co., 1903. 

"The Woman Who Toils" is the experience of two society women — 
"ladies" they invidiously call themselves, following the English rather than 
the American custom — as factory girls. The book is a joint production, but 
throughout it reads like a novel, and it is interesting and entertaining, the 
more so because of the introduction of irrelevant matter which shows what 
incidents impressed the writers in their contact with women of another 
sphere. 

The first part pictures life in a pickle factory in Pittsburg; in factories in 
Perry, a New York mill town, and in clothing and other shops in Chicago. 
The writer has laid out for herself the rather large task of giving a clear 
picture of factory life, "of the economic conditions, of the natural, social 
and legal equipment of woman as a working entity, of her physical, moral 
arid esthetic development." In a few weeks of factory life it was hardly 
possible to accomplish this object. Detailed descriptions, however, are always 
of interest, but the conclusions of the writer as to woman's position and 
attitude toward her work have long been familiar to economic writers. Two 
conclusions of the work deserve consideration: (1) the race suicide ques- 
tion; and (2) industrial ar work for the semi-dependent girls. Mrs. Van 
Vorst has helped to start a new discussion of the race suicide question from the 
American standpoint. Coming from a class where the women are luxurious, 
idle, fond of dress and have few children, Mrs. Van Vorst finds that the 
factory girls in their idle hours discuss beaus, spend their money on pretty 
things and are unwilling to terminate their flirtations by settling down to 
married life. While there are grave dangers in certain tendencies of American 
women, the fact is overlooked that empty-headed women will always be 
limited to these matters of interest, and that in the factory, not as it is, but 
as it might be — an educational and social force in the community, giving 
industrial training and broad social contact — lies a possible solution of the 
difficulty. Moreover, the extensive publicity of life to-day, which brings 
people out of their domestic hiding-places, merely throws into prominence, 
rather than causes certain evils. Premature marriages have always been a 
source of disaster to the poor. This is an age of transition in which the 
responsibilities of married life are recognized. It is, perhaps, well that the 
selfish and unfit are unwilling to undertake them. 

Recognizing the need of training and the competition of the semi-supported 
women, Mrs. Van Vorst makes the valuable suggestion of attracting these 
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girls into another field, — "which requires instruction and especial training, 
which pays them as well while calling into play higher faculties than the 
brutalizing machine labor," — that of industrial art work. The opportunities 
for industrial art are certainly extensive and doubtless a new field of work 
will be opened to women along this line, but it will be in the factory. Home 
work always leads to sweating, while the possibilities of the factory as a social 
institution are very great. 

The second part of the book describes making shoes in Lynn and life in 
the. southern cotton mill, including a chapter on child labor. The writer's 
experience in the southern mills is vividly told, and probably the description 
is in no way overdrawn. It is of especial interest in connection with the 
recent discussions of child labor, and the efforts of the South to remedy this 
evil. Yankee hypocrisy is well shown in the protest of the northern mill 
owner — a woman, too — that "the children like to work in the mills." The 
enthusiasm of childhood is thus used as an argument for stunting growth 
and curtailing development. The contrast pictured between the finely equipped 
mills and the mean, unsanitary, crowded villages, dispels the bright promises 
of the prospectuses. Miss Van Vorst makes it very plain that such villages 
are as bad for children as city slums. 

The factories of Massachusetts are generally supposed to be of a high 
order. How much is yet to be done is made evident in the picture of dark 
conditions in Lynn. 

The reader must question the taste of a certain naive snobbery about 
the book, which gives the value of garment before and after the meta- 
morphosis of the writer, which refers to the former Paris gowns and ladies' 
maids and which also shows the antagonism of the well-to-do toward any 
pretense among the working girl "swells" or leaders. 

Emily Fogg Meade. 

Philadelphia. 



Pure Sociology. A Treatise on the Origin and Spontaneous Development 
of Society. By Lester F. Ward. Pp. xii, 606. Price, $4.00. New York : 
The Macmillan Company. London : Macmillan & Co., 1903. 
Anything upon sociology coming from the pen of Mr. Lester F. Ward 
will command the most careful attention from American readers. His pro- 
found knowledge in the natural sciences gives him a point of view in treating 
of the genesis of social institutions possessed by but few writers on sociology. 
Added to this his extended study of sociology covering a period of over 
thirty years gives him a right to command the attention of thinking students 
everywhere, whether they agree with him on fundamental principles or not. 
The author's former works on sociology, "The Dynamic Sociology" (1883), 
"The Psychic Factors of Civilization" (1893), and "The Outlines of Sociology" 
(1896), never constituted a system, and heretofore Mr. Ward has suffered 
much at the hands of critics who assumed that he had already presented to 
the world his system of sociology. The publications subsequent to "The 
Dynamic Sociology" brought out adverse criticisms on the ground that the 



